Storm Clouds Rising *
Matthew 24, 2 Timothy 3:1-5
Last week I preached from the book of Jonah.  We spent time thinking about Nineveh (where God was ready 
to do a great work!), and why Jonah would avoid Nineveh and go - instead - to Tarshish (where God wasn’t working!).  I read words today that explain the problem.  “The greatest obstacle to the conversion of                   
Nineveh was not to be found in Nineveh.  It was not the sin and corruption of the Ninevites, although 

those were 
great.  It was not the false cults and religions.  The biggest obstacle to the salvation of 

Nineveh was found in the heart of a pious, prejudiced man named Jonah.  Jonah was the key to the 
salvation of Nineveh. God’s people are the key to the spiritual climate of our nation and the world.” 
Here’s the rub:  We live in a time where the church is losing its impact - big time!  Why?  Same reason as Nineveh.  People like Jonah—you and me, must get right with God if we are going to make a difference with
a world who’s gone wrong with God!
Sermon Notes
Questions for Discussion
1. How often do you watch the weather?  Though we tease that they never get it right, what are some of the 
signs that indicate harsh weather ahead?  Have you ever lived in tornado country?  What “signs of scary 
weather ahead” do you remember by looking at the sky?

2. As you look at Paul’s description of “bad weather ahead,” which signs do you see? 

(Check out 2 Timothy 3:1-5 again.)  Give specific examples.

3. On a scale of 1=low, 10=high, how would you rate your “watchfulness”? (See Mt. 24:4, 42, 44.)
4.
Pastor Steve told about a book by Ronald Sider that is bothering him.  Want to go deep with these themes 
in the coming weeks?  Get a copy of the book The Scandal of the Evangelical Conscience.

5.   In Jesus’ summary at the end of Mt. 24:45-51, which person are you?  Be honest.  If you say, some of 
both, why not pray that God would change you to be the faithful and wise servant as you await His return?!
* First message in a series entitled Storm Clouds Rising by Pastor Steve McCracken on 10/3/10.  
Sermon CD order forms are near the Welcome Center. Messages are also accessible at www.gracepointfamily.com.
