Has Your Love Grown Cold? *
Matthew 24:12 & Rev. 2:1-7
I want to share with you a bumper sticker that used to make me want to bump into the driver just so they’d have to replace their bumper ... and hopefully leave the sticker off the second time. (I know that sounds harsh, but it’s true.)  The sticker?  “Christians aren’t perfect ... just forgiven.”  Makes my fingers cramp just typing it!  Are you kidding? Talk about a $2 cop out.  (Read Luke 9:23.)  Is that really the message of Jesus?  “Don’t expect anything from me in the way of moral improvement or changed life, after all, I’m just forgiven?!”  Apparently plenty of people believe the bumper sticker bologna.  The result ... we talk like we love Jesus, but when it makes little or no difference in our lives, we help people decide against giving Jesus a try.  Time to take an honest look at our so-called love for Jesus!
Sermon Notes
Questions for Discussion
1.
Do you agree with the maxim, “Actions speak louder than words”?  Give examples.

2.
Look at Jesus’ words again in Matt. 24:12.  In your own words, what connection is Jesus making?                          
Do you see ways where increased wickedness has resulted in decreased love?

3.
Pastor Steve referred to the expression, “Me and God are good.”  Based on John 14:15, 21, 23, 24, how 
would you change that expression?  Still good?

4.
Look at 1 John 2:3-6.  Still sticking with the “me and God are good” assessment?  Explain.
5.
The Ephesian Church described in Revelation 2:1-7 had some strengths and struggles.  What were they?  
What was the source of their troubles?  What was the remedy for getting things right with Jesus?                 
Do you need to follow the same prescription?

Scriptures for further study

Jeremiah 2:1-2
  
1 Thess. 1:3

2 Thess. 2:9-12

2 Cor. 5:21
  John 13:34-35      
1 John 1:5-10, 2:3-6, 3:16-18, 4:20-21

* Second message in a series entitled Storm Clouds Rising by Pastor Steve McCracken on 10/10/10.  
Sermon CD order forms are near the Welcome Center. Messages are also accessible at www.gracepointfamily.com.
