Wanna Be Like Jesus? *
Luke 2:52 & Acts 20:35
Sounds bites tend to make superficial people out of us.  When we consume a steady diet of short and shallow, we pay a price.  I think I agree with theologian Richard Foster when he noted, “Superficiality is the curse of our age” (Celebration of Discipline, p. 1).  I believe it’s a curse because it makes us impatient when it comes to essential and eternal purposes of God: That we become more like His Son and less like ourselves.  Let’s take            a look at two ways this can happen today!
Sermon Notes
Questions for Discussion
1.
Take a look at Ephesians 5:1-2. Can you see the close link between being imitators of God and loving like 
He loved?  
How well do you imitate God?
2.
Pastor Steve talked about how Jesus “grew.”  See Luke 2:52.  What does this mean and how does the 
thought that Jesus “cut His way forward” encourage you?

3.
Chart your growth as a Christian.  Put “A” at the beginning and “B” where you are now. 

Have you grown as God expects?  (See Hebrews 5:11-14.)

4.
Jesus gave.  (See John 3:16 & 1 John 3:16-18.) In what ways has a “love problem” made you slow to give?  
(See 2 Timothy 3:2-4.)

5.
Share a time when you lived out Acts 20:35.

6.
Explain in your own words, “Those who grow – give, and those who give – grow.”                                                 
Are you growing and giving?  How so?  If not, why not?

7.
Why not pray, “God, help me grow and give like You”?!
Scriptures for further study

Proverbs 19:17; 22:9
Mark 10:35-45
Acts 20:35
Romans 8:29-30

Eph. 2:8-10; 5:1-2
Heb. 5:11-6:3

1 Cor. 3:1-7
1 Peter 2:1-3
2 Peter 3:17-18

1 Thess. 2:13


Phil. 2:3-5
* Ninth message in a series entitled Storm Clouds Rising by Pastor Steve McCracken on 11/28/10.  
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