New Year - New You! *
1 Thess. 5:23-24 & Hebrews 12:1-3
It happens to us every year:  we say good-bye to the old year and step into the new. I was intrigued to learn that 45% of American adults make one or more resolutions.  Care to guess how many are kept?  Turns out it was pretty good ... for the first week!  A solid 75% keep their commitment.  But by the half year mark numbers drift downward to 46%.  Still, if you’re one of the survivors, you are successful.  Period!  So, here’s a resolution suggestion:  Keep your eyes on Jesus.  Today’s talk is about why that’s a great idea.
Sermon Notes
Questions for Discussion
1.
Tell about a New Year’s resolution you kept.  How about one you broke?
2.
In your own words, what is God up to in your life?  (Hint:  Check out Romans 8:29 & 12:1-2.)
3.
If God is a Sculptor, how willing are you to let Him chisel away or blast away at your life?                                  
Which is the more normal way He seems to work in you (chisel or blast or ...)?
4.
Pastor Steve said that the work God is doing in your life requires your cooperation.                                           
How willing are you to let Him work?  (See 2 Peter 1:3-11.)

5.
Why is “fixing your eyes on Jesus” such an important principle that will greatly improve the chances of 
God making a new you?  (Read Hebrews 12:-1-3 again.)  Now read Matt. 14:25-31 and see what happens 
when you take your eyes off Jesus.
6.
Why not ask Jesus to help you turn your eyes upon Him ... and keep them there this year!

Scriptures for further study

Gal. 3:3

Heb. 12:1-3

Phil. 1:6

John 15:1-8

Heb. 10:10

2 Cor. 7:1; 13:11
1 John 3:2

Romans 8:29; 15:33; 16:20

*A special New Year’s message by Pastor Steve McCracken on 1/2/11.  
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