Did God Really Say? *
Matt. 7:24-28; Genesis 3:1-6; Matt. 4:1-11
One of the clearest claims about the power of the Bible is in the Bible.  In Hebrews 4:12 we read, “The Word of God is living and potent...” I read a story about a group of Agra people in N. Philippines that reveals how they understood living and potent. 

“Depending upon the context, the Agra word madagat can mean stinging, venomous, or potent.                         
A poisonous snake is madagat, but so are some medicines that can heal.  A translator explained his 
understanding of how the Word of God is potent:  ‘It depends on how we approach it.  If we disregard 
it, it’s like the poisonous snake.  But if we live by it, its potency is like medicine.’” (Illustrations Unlimited, p. 44).
So how do you treat the Word of God?
Sermon Notes
Questions for Discussion
1.
Tell about a time when you saw the destruction of a storm, flood or earthquake.                                                 
Did you notice some buildings still standing, while others were destroyed?  Why?
2.
When Jesus described “the builders and their houses” (Mt. 7:24-28), what did they have in common?   
What was different?  What does it mean to “dig down deep” (Luke 6:48)?                                                          
Do you approach God’s Word this way?
3.
Jesus summarized Satan in a very harsh way.  (See John 8:42-47.)  Now, look at Genesis 3:1-7, and point 
out ways he lived up to the label Jesus gave him – Liar.  What lie does he most often try to use with you?  
What is the truth?  (See John 8:31-36.)

4.
Satan is fond of saying, “Has God really said?”  How has he cast doubt on what God said in your life?
5.
Pastor Steve observed that the Devil discounts the consequences of disobedience.  Can you think of 
examples of this in the Bible?  Your life?  (See Genesis 3:4-5 and Hebrews 13:4.)
6.
Look again at the way Jesus battled the Devil (Matt. 4:1-11 and Luke 4:1-13).                                                  
Three times Jesus stated, “It is written.”  Why is this so powerful?
7.
Look at the footnote Luke adds to the battle Jesus had with the Devil in 4:13. Menacing, isn’t it?!

What does this tell us about what we can expect in our fight against the Devil? 

What can we do to be ready?  (See 1 Pet. 5:8-10 and James 4:7-8.)
Scriptures for further study

Matt. 7:24-29
Luke 6:48
1 Cor. 3:11-15

James 1:22-25
     Genesis 39:1-12
Prov. 24:10


John 8:42-47
Rev. 20:2
2 Cor. 11:3, 13-15
1 Tim. 2:14
     Job 38:4-7
            Isaiah 14:12-17

Heb. 13:4
2 Tim. 2:22
Romans 1:24-27

Rev. 21:8, 22:15
     Eph. 5:5, 6:17           Col. 2:15

Heb. 4:15-16
* Eleventh message in a series entitled Storm Clouds Rising by Pastor Steve McCracken on 1/16/11.  
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