Surviving the Torment of Troubling Times *
Genesis 19 & 2 Peter 2:4-9
By now, most people who have been part of this series are persuaded that “storm clouds have risen!”  And, though we would like them to leave (sounds like winter weather in Oregon), yet they remain, leaving us with some practical survival questions. In these final three weeks of the series, I want to reach into Scripture and find some techniques for surviving the stuff of 2 Timothy 3:1:1-5.  Today’s teacher:  Lot.
Sermon Notes
Questions for Discussion
1.
Remember the words Pastor Steve quoted from the ESPN analyst?  “Great is defined by what you do with 
adversity.”  Who comes to mind that is “great” by that definition?  Why?
2.
Lot lived in a very wicked city.  (Read Genesis 18:16-19:30 for a summary.)  In your own words, imagine 
writing a postcard to a friend about what it’s like living there.  What would you write?
3.
Look at 2 Peter 2:7-8.  Now slip into Lot’s shoes and tell what it feels like to be “distressed” and 
“tormented.”  Is it possible to be joyful in such a place?  How so?  (See James 1:2-5 and Romans 5:3-5.)
4.
It is clear from the account in Genesis 19:12-22 and then the commentary of Peter in 2 Peter 2:7, that God 
rescued Lot.  How so?  How does He rescue people today from such things?  (Check out 1 Cor. 10:1-13, 

2 Pet. 2:9 and John 17:15-16.)
5.
Look back at Lot’s stand-out features in Genesis 19.  Can you see why Peter’s description of Lot as a 
“righteous man” in 2 Peter 2:7-8 seems like a stretch ... if not an outright mistake?  Now look at 

1 Cor. 6:9-11 and put in your own words the reason Peter called Lot ... and others like him ... righteous!
6.
Have you been washed?  Sanctified?  Justified? In Jesus Christ?  If so, be thankful.  If not, be warned by 
Sodom (Mt. 11:20-24; 2 Peter 2:6).

The Bible doesn’t say, “Give Jesus a chance.”  The Bible says, “Repent, Jesus is giving you a chance!”

Scriptures for further study

Acts 17:24-31

1 John 1:5-10
1 John 2:15, 17
1 Cor. 6:9-11; 10:1-13
John 17:6-19
Mt. 11:20-24


Lk. 17:21-33; 18:9-14
Jude 7

James 1:2-5
Romans 5:3-5
* Twelfth message in a series entitled Storm Clouds Rising by Pastor Steve McCracken on 1/30/11.  
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