What Makes a Man “Good”? *
Genesis 19 & 2 Peter 2:4-9   (Part 2)
Ah ... the debate of the ages.  Are humans innately good?  Bad? Who says?  Even though you may get a majority to agree on a definition of good, you are sure to find exceptions.  Who holds the standard, anyway?  This guy got it right. “When we measure men by man, we can always find someone who is lower than we are on the moral or ethical scale, and the comparison gives us a feeling of self-satisfaction.  But the Scriptures do not measure men by man; they measure men by God who has created them.  The creature is measured by the Creator and is found to be wanting.”  (Things Which Become Sound Doctrine, J. Dwight Pentecost, p. 10)
Let’s look at a man who was good but you might say, “He could have fooled me!”

Sermon Notes
Questions for Discussion
1.
In your own words, define good. A good person.  Now look at Romans 3:10-18.                                                  
How do you reconcile the two?
2.
When you think of King David ~ “A man after God’s own heart” (Acts 13:12), how do you explain 


2 Samuel 11?

3.
Remember Peter’s description of Lot (2 Peter 2:7,8)?  Now read Genesis 19.                                                     
How can we explain the contrast between these two views of Lot?

4.
To someone “scratching their head” after reading Genesis 19:4-9 and 30-38 and hearing, “Lot was a 
righteous man,” explain how this could be.

5.
React to Pastor Steve’s statement, “Righteous doesn’t mean faultless.”

6.
Read 1 Cor. 6:9-11, 2 Cor. 5:21, and Luke 18:9-14.  

Now defend the statement, “Lot was a righteous man!”
7.
Are you righteous?  (See 1 Cor. 1:30; Isaiah 61:10.)

Scriptures for further study

Ps. 32, 51
2 Sam. 11-12
Jude 7

1 Cor. 3:14-15
1 Thess. 5:1-11
Ps. 14, 53
Romans 3:10-18


Jer. 17:9
Is. 64:6

1 Sam. 13:14
Acts 13:22
1 Cor. 1:30
2 Cor. 5:21
Philippians 3:7-9
Isaiah 61:10
Job 29:14
Luke 18:9-14

* Thirteenth message in a series entitled Storm Clouds Rising by Pastor Steve McCracken on 2/6/11.  
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