How to Get Right With God *
Psalm 51
I’m sick to death of scandal!  When I use that word, you immediately think of the “celebrated scandals” of our day ... Monica Lewinsky, Congressman Anthony Weiner, Con-man Bernie Madoff, Tiger Woods, or the former governor of the state south of Southern Oregon!  In each case, you’d be right.  Stinkin’-rotten-scandal!  They messed up ... and covered up.  But we miss the point if all we do is point the finger.  My more personal concern is me ... and you.  When we sin and keep it a secret, we are a living scandal.  And it’s taking a huge toll!  And it can ... and must be – stopped!
Sermon Notes
Questions for Discussion
1.
Can you tell of a time in your early years when you fouled up and covered up”?                                         
How long was it “your secret”?  How did it affect you?

2.
Look at Proverbs 10:9. In your own words, describe “walking securely.”

3.
When you think of God showing mercy to people when they sin, what makes it hard for you to 
understand why?  (See 1 Tim. 1:12-17.)
4.
Think carefully and deeply:  Why do you suppose God is more concerned when we cover up than He 
is when we mess up?  (Check out John 8:42-44 and Luke 18:9-14).

5.
What kind of personal risks come with revealing your sin?  Check out James 5:16 and Galatians 6:1 
for the way God’s people are to care for each other when they stumble.

6.
Please memorize Proverbs 28:13.  What two conditions are necessary for you to experience God’s 
mercy?  Do you comply with those conditions?  Why or why not?

Additional Scriptures:

Psalm 32:3-5

2 Samuel 11-12:23
Prov. 10:9

Romans 13:15-16
Titus 3:3-7

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-13


Luke 18:9-14

1 Jn. 1:5-2:2


* Fifth message in a series entitled A Sermon and A Song ... Growing Closer to God by Pastor Steve McCracken, 7/3/11. 
CD’s of this message are available. Order forms are near the Welcome Center.  
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