Challenges of the Chosen *
1 Peter 1:1-2

 

When you first heard about Jesus, were you told you would suffer or face persecution if you chose to follow Him?  I didn’t think so.  It doesn’t sell. But, if the Apostles Paul and Peter were to answer my question, they would both answer yes - definitely.  Paul met Jesus as he traveled from town to town persecuting Christians.  He was told what he would suffer for Jesus’ sake (Acts 9:16).  Peter was told he would die a terrible death in service to Jesus (John 21:18-19).  If you are a Christian, Jesus is very clear about the road you must travel (Luke 9:23).

  
                                                   Sermon Notes     
 

 

 

Questions for Discussion
1. 
List the reasons why God would use someone like you to serve 
Him. Now read Acts 4:13.  


Was that on your list?

2. 
Pastor Steve said, “When a person becomes a Christian it isn’t by chance, it is by God’s 


sovereign choice.”  Do you agree?  Read John 6:37, 39, 44, 65 & 15:16.

3. 
In your own words, what do you think is the highest purpose of God?                                          

(See Romans 9:11, 17, 21.)

4.
Explain your understanding of why God’s People are persecuted.                                                   

(See 2 Tim. 3:12 & 1 Peter 1:1, 6; 4:12-16.)

5. 
Tell of a time when you experienced “good from grief,” or when God turned something terrible 

into something great.  (See Genesis 50:20 & Romans 8:18.)

6. 
Why not ask God for a fresh view of how your trial is a gauntlet for His purposes to be realized.

Additional Scriptures                                                                                

Romans 8:28-30; 9:10-26
    John 6:37, 39, 44, 65; 15:16
Isaiah 29:15-16; 45:9-12; 55:8-9   Phil. 3:20
  

    1 Pet. 2:11



Jer. 32:19

Prov. 16:7                   
    Heb. 11:13-16
  

Acts 4:13  

    Col. 3:12           Genesis 50:20      
  
    1 Kings 19:9-18
     

Eph. 1:3-5, 11-14
    Acts 8:1-4
*Second message in a series on 1 Peter entitled Strong in the Face of Struggle by Pastor Steve McCracken, 9/25/11.  CD’s of this message are available. Order forms are near the Welcome Center.  Messages are also accessible at www.gracepointfamily.com. 
