Do Christians Really Have To Pay Taxes? *

1 Peter 2:13-17

 

My title might seem like a silly question, but some people in Peter’s day concluded, “Since I am an alien and stranger and don’t belong to this world, I don’t have to obey...or for that matter, submit to any secular authority.”  So when Peter said, “Submit to every authority!”, some then, and now ask, “How come?” and “How so?’  True confession... I’m one of them.
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Questions for Discussion
1. 
We’re told, “Congress’ approval rating is under 20%”. Are you in the majority or minority opinion? Why? (Hint: Don’t spend the rest of the meeting on the question!)

2. 
Pastor Steve portrayed times under Nero/Constantine. Compare times in which we live today as Christians with Christians then. How much easier/harder is it for you to follow                             I Peter  2:13-14?

3. 
In your own words, explain why God is so opposed to rebellion and arrogance?                             (See I Samuel 15:22-23)

4. 
If you’re a parent of little people, Pastor Steve pleaded, “Confront and correct rebellion when you see it in your child!”  Do you? How so?  (See Hebrews 12:5-11)

5. 
Agree or disagree: “The Bible doesn’t give Christians freedom to complain about their government.”  Back your answers from the Bible.  (See Romans 13:1-7, I Timothy 2:1-4,                      Titus 3:1-2)

6. 
How does seeing the President as an authority placed over you by God affect how you “honor the king”? (See I Peter 2:17) Do you agree with the statement? If not, be sure your view is      supported in God’s Word and explain it!

Additional Scriptures                                                                                             

I Sam. 15:22-23
    
Prov. 24:21

Daniel 3  
Matt. 22:15-22           Act 4:18-19, 5:29                     Rom. 13:1-7


I Tim. 2:1-4

Titus 3:1-2
I Peter 1:6-7 

                        

* Ninth message in a series on 1 Peter entitled Strong in the Face of Struggle by Pastor Steve McCracken, 11/13/11.  CD’s of this message are available. Order forms are near the Welcome Center.  Messages are also accessible at www.gracepointfamily.com.  

