When Submission Involves Suffering *

1 Peter 2:18-25
 

Most everyone understands the simple logic of Galatians 6:7, “You reap what you sow.”  Most accept it as fair ... especially since God said it!   But it’s another matter altogether when you do what is right and still suffer.  Live long enough and you’ll have plenty of examples to which you can point.  It’s into this deep mystery we peer.  “How do you survive when doing right involves suffering?”
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Questions for Discussion
1. 
(Risky question to begin with but ...) Tell about working for a bad boss.  


How did you/do you endure?
2.
Can you picture Jesus suing a bad boss?  (Make sure your answer reflects Luke 6:32-36; 1 Cor. 6:1-8 

and 1 Peter 2:22-25.)
3.
Read 1 Peter 1:15-16 and 2:12 first.  Do you look “different” and do your co-workers know you for your 

“good life/deeds” on the job?  Give examples.

4.
In your own words, explain the motivations mentioned in 1 Peter 2:19, 20 for “bearing up under unjust 

suffering.”  Would you say you do?  How so?

5.
Pastor Steve pointed out we are to “copy down how Jesus patiently endured unfair treatment.”                  

Looking at 2:22-25, would you say you’ve “copied well” how Jesus handled unfair treatment?  



How does it help you on the job?

6.
Imagine what would happen if you prayed, “Don’t take sides, Lord, just take over!?!”  


Why not pray that this week and seriously mean it!

Additional Scriptures                                                                                             

Col. 3:22-25

Mt. 5:9-12

Lk. 6:32-36; 24:25-27; 44-47

Romans 12:16-21; 6:1-14

Isaiah 53

Heb. 4:15

Deut. 21:23



Gal. 3:13


Col. 1:22

2 Tim. 3:12

Jeremiah 50:6



Ezek. 34:6


John 10:1-18

Genesis 50:15-21

* Tenth message in a series on 1 Peter entitled Strong in the Face of Struggle by Pastor Steve McCracken, 11/20/11.  CD’s of this message are available. Order forms are near the Welcome Center.  
Messages are also accessible at www.gracepointfamily.com.  

