The Secret of Marital Success ~ Part 1 *

1 Peter 3:1-6
 
Marital advice abounds.  I like the wisdom shown in Benjamin Franklin’s counsel to couples:  “Keep your eyes open before marriage; half shut afterwards!”  I also like the realism of one writer who said, “Marriage is like twirling a baton, turning handsprings, or eating with chopsticks.  It looks easy until you try it.”  It’s definitely not easy if you are married to someone who isn’t on the same page spiritually.  God’s Word gives very contemporary counsel to help you succeed in such a marriage.
                                                    Sermon Notes     
 

 

 

Questions for Discussion
1. 
Share some of your own “home spun” marital advice.

2. 
In what ways is 1 Peter 1:15-16 a “game-changer” for you? (Be specific in comparing how you would naturally do things one way, but how “being holy in all you do” looks totally different.)

3. 
Describe how a wife submitting to a husband is “scary.” (See 3:1, 6.)  Why do you think no qualifiers, conditions or exceptions are given?

4. 
How would you explain - in your own words - the wisdom of “submit ... without a word”?  (3:1)

5. 
Peter compares the external with the internal qualities in a woman’s life.  Based on 3:3-4, what are the advantages of an internal focus?  (See Prov. 31:29-31 and Lk. 16:15.)

6. 
Peter is clearly impressed with Sarah in the way she spoke of and related to Abraham (3:5-6), though he was not always deserving.  Look at Genesis 12:16-17, 20-21:7, and search for reasons why Sarah is pointed to as the example for wives to follow.

Additional Scriptures:                                                                              
Jeremiah 32:17

Is. 29:15-16

Lev. 11:44-45
Eph. 5:22 

                     Col. 3:18 


Titus 2:5              
1 Tim. 2:1-4; 9:10
Rom. 12:9-21

Mt. 11:28-29
          

2 Cor. 4:16-18
1 Sam. 16:7
           Lk. 16:5
           
Prov. 27:15-16  
        
Prov. 31:29-31; 19:13; 11:22       
* Eleventh message in a series on 1 Peter entitled Strong in the Face of Struggle by Pastor Steve McCracken, 12/11/11.  CD’s of this message are available. Order forms are near the Welcome Center.                                             Messages are also accessible at www.gracepointfamily.com. 
