The Secret of Marital Success ~ Part 2 *

1 Peter 3:7
I don’t know much about his marriage, but reformer Martin Luther made a statement that presumably helped his marriage ... and most definitely has helped mine.  Nearly 500 years ago he wrote, “Let the wife make the husband glad to come home, and let him make her sorry to see him leave!”  It’s to the second half of that statement that this passage of Scripture speaks.
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Questions for Discussion
1. 
Can you recall a funny story where a husband you know (maybe you) really missed it 
when it came to understanding his wife?  Did he survive?  How did it turn out?                                                            2.
Pastor Steve probed the question, “Why is the counsel of 1 Peter 3:7 only given to 
husbands?”  He suggested 4 reasons.  Which do you most resonate with?                                                               3.
Compare 1 Peter 3:7 with Ephesians 6:4 and Colossians 3:19, 21.  What do these passages 
recognize about men?  
(Make your statements in the positive, and note the potential               
for negative.)                                                                                                                                            4.
How has “passivity” been a problem for you (husbands); for your marriage (wives)?                          
(See Genesis 3:6.)                                                    
5.
How precious would your wife say she feels to you?                                                   
6.
Peter advises husbands to “treat their wives with respect.”  Husbands, would you say you do?  
Wives, would you say he does?                                                                                                         7.
Be honest.  Is there some way you/he tends to show disrespect? (Sarcasm, criticism, 
condescension)  Tell how you plan to stop it!            
8.
Look at the end of 1 Peter 3:7.  Describe your prayer life.
Bonus Assignment:  If you need to work at being considerate and respectful, have a latte with your spouse and talk about one thing you can stop doing or start doing to align yourself with what God expects for husbands and wives.  (See 1 Peter 3:1-7.)  Need help?  Call me - help is available  -  503-639-3913.  ~ Pastor Steve

Additional Scriptures:                                                                                                                                Eph. 5:25-30; 6:4
1 Tim. 2:8
Colossians 3:19-21
               Heb. 13:4

Gen. 3:6
 Mt. 5:23-24
            Ps. 66:18
Eccl. 9:9


    Rom. 12:10
1 Pet. 3:12 

 
* Twelfth message in a series on 1 Peter entitled Strong in the Face of Struggle by Pastor Steve McCracken, 12/18/11.  CD’s of this message are available. Order forms are near the Welcome Center.                                             Messages are also accessible at www.gracepointfamily.com. 
