Something Sweeter Than Revenge *

1 Peter 3:8-12

 

Some people have special insight into subjects with which we all struggle.  One such person is Lewis Smedes: one of my favorite seminary professors.  He taught Christian Ethics ... navigating                morally ambiguous waters.  He wrote and lectured a lot on forgiveness, probably because he understood the consuming nature of vengeance.  Wrote Smedes, “Vengeance is a passion to get even.  It is a hot desire to give back as much pain as someone gave you.”  But the Bible presents a better way.  And it’s the only way that leads to blessing!
 

  
                                                   Sermon Notes
 

 

 

Questions for Discussion
1. 
What’s your normal way of handling mistreatment?

2. 
When Pastor Steve said, “God never asks us to do something that we aren’t capable of doing, with His help,” what, for you, is the most extreme test of that truth?  (See Phil. 4:13.)

3. 
In the early years of Christianity it was said of Christians, “See how they love one another.”  Peter mentions 5 essentials for the love to be seen in 1 Peter 3:8.  Which are most and best visible in you?

4. 
Christian truth is both bold and demanding. Check out Luke 6:27-28, 10:25-37, Acts 7:60, and 1 Peter 3:9. How would your life change if you lived in complete compliance with these biblical              expectations?

5. 
Trace again the requirements for “inheriting a blessing” stated as a series of “musts” in 3:9-12.  Which of the 3 musts is easiest/most difficult for you?

 

Additional Scriptures:                                                                                                                                    1 Cor. 4:7, 12; 12:26           Rom. 12:3; 9-21

Phil. 1:27; 2:3-11               
Mt. 5:44; 11:29 Lk. 22:47-53; 6:27-28
Lk. 10:25-37; 23:34             Jn. 13:34-35


1 Jn. 4:20
 Acts 7:60
             
Mt. 18:21-35


1 Thess. 4:9-10
        
Ps. 34:12-16                Prov. 15:1        

1 Pet. 1:22, 2:17, 4:8, 5:4    
* Thirteenth message in a series on 1 Peter entitled Strong in the Face of Struggle by Pastor Steve McCracken, 1/8/12.                                   CD’s of this message are available. Order forms are near the Welcome Center.                                                                                  Messages are also accessible at www.gracepointfamily.com.  

 
