Please Explain Your Smile *

1 Peter 3:13-22
 

Perhaps we can all remember a time when a parent said with a scowl, “Wipe that smile off your face!”  And they meant it.  Somehow the smile didn’t fit the situation.  Maybe the moment called for a serious or concerned look, but for some reason you smiled. And may have even meekly chuckled.  It leaves people puzzled, and possibly irritated.  The Apostle Peter points to a similar situation when Christians suffer for doing what is right ... and smile.  When that happens, don’t be surprised if people ask you to explain your smile!
   
                                                   Sermon Notes
 

 

 

Questions for Discussion
1. 
Tell about someone you know who smiled when a frown seemed to fit the situation better. Were you impressed? Curious?  Concerned?  How did they explain their smile?

2. 
Recall some of the misconceptions Pastor Steve mentioned about suffering.  Which have you held to as an explanation for suffering in your life?  In what ways do you still hold that view?

3. 
In your own words, how is it possible to feel “blessed” when suffering for doing what is right?  (See 3:14 and Mt. 5:3-11.)

4. 
How does 3:15 help you face unfair suffering?  How is unfair suffering a “test” of the statement Christ is Lord?

5. 
In the context, Peter refers to “the hope that you have” (3:15) as the story behind your smile when you suffer.  How do you explain your “hope”? Why are gentleness and respect so important as you explain?

6. 
In what ways does 3:18 present Jesus as “smiling though suffering”?

7. 
Connect 3:18 with 3:22.  To what extent do you think Jesus’ secret while suffering (v. 18)                          came from His view of glory (v. 22)?  (See Heb. 12:1-3.)

Additional Scriptures:                                                                               

Mt. 27:52-53; 5:3-11



Ps. 27:1
             

2 Tim. 3:12                                                                  1 Pet. 2:11-12, 20; 4:15-16; 5:9

Gal. 3:27           


Col. 2:12-15                                              Heb. 9:26, 28; 10:10; 12:1-3 


Is. 8:12



Mt. 10:28                                                Rom. 5:3-5, 10; 6:3-5



Lk. 16:26-31



Mk. 13:11            
    Job 1:1, 22 
    



James 1:2-4  



 
* Fourteenth message in a series on 1 Peter entitled Strong in the Face of Struggle by Pastor Steve McCracken, 1/15/12.                                   CD’s of this message are available. Order forms are near the Welcome Center.                                                                               Messages are also accessible at www.gracepointfamily.com.  
 
