Authenticity’s Price *

John 13:1-20
Dr. Douglas McLachlan, a former prof. of mine once wrote, "Failure to express holiness and love simultaneously turns God's people and God's servants into eccentric caricatures instead of authentic pictures of the Christ we represent."  After the dot.com crash of the 90's the failures of Arthur Anderson, Enron, and recently Lehman Brothers Bank, our culture is craving authenticity.  As authentic followers of Jesus, we need to regularly be reminded to remove the caricature masks we sometimes hide behind and strive to duplicate the Master Teacher and His model of humility and service.
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Questions for Discussion
1)  
C.S. Lewis put it like this: “Humility is not thinking less of yourself, it’s thinking of yourself 
less”.  What is the world’s definition of authenticity and humility?

2)  
In what way do you think Peter was being authentic in this passage?  What about the 
others?

3) 
Is there a difference between serving coffee and serving orphans?  What role does motive 
play?

4)  
Where else in the Scripture do we see actions speaking louder than words?

5)  
Elaborate on what Brian said, "Serve the heart before you serve the pallet". 

6)   
What is the goal of the Authentic life (1 Pet. 4:11; Jn. 15:8)?

7)   
What is the price of authenticity for the believer?

 

    

Additional Scriptures

1 Thess. 3:12-13

Phil. 2:1-11

Acts 13:1-3                         Acts 14:27-28
             Jer. 45:5


Mt. 23:1-12              Mt. 20:25-28 


Acts 6:2-3
                   Col. 3:3-4                            Lk. 4:5-8

1 Chron. 29:11-13

* A message by Associate Pastor Candidate Brian Pierce, 1/22/12.   CD’s of this message are available.                                                Order forms are near the Welcome Center.  Messages are also accessible at www.gracepointfamily.com.
