Walking Well?  Don’t Expect Applause! *

1 Peter 4:1-6
 

Most people get praised when they overcome obstacles and make improvements in their lives. Stop smoking, lose weight, quit drinking, and you can expect plenty of pats on the back.  But ... that’s not always the case.  Sometimes the people you once “partied” with look at you differently.  At first they’re suspicious.  Eventually, in some cases, their suspicion can turn to resentment. Have you ever wondered why?  And, if you’ve had that happen to you, what should you do about it?  
                                                   Sermon Notes
 

 

 
Questions for Discussion
1. 
Quick ... Think of something you do well that you learned by watching someone else.  Are you thinking of something positive or negative?  How would you explain the enormous power of                  example?  (See Eph. 5:1, Phil. 4:9, and 1 Cor. 11:1.)

 2. Based on 2 Timothy 3:16-17 and 1 Peter 1:23-25, why is the claim God has spoken so 
important?  To you?
3. 
One look at the cross and our minds recall Jesus’ suffering (Isaiah 53).  What would you 
suppose gave Him the perseverance to endure such suffering?  (See Heb. 12:2-3.)

4. 
Look at 1 Peter 2:23, 3:14, 4:12-14.  In what ways do these verses help you?

5. 
Read 4:1 again.  Compare it to Romans 6:6-7.  Practically and personally, are you “done with sin”?  How so?

6. 
Jesus talked about how light came into the world and people who did evil hate the light                     (John 3:19-20).  In what ways have you been abused for coming into the light?  (See 4:4.)

 

Additional Scriptures

2 Tim. 2:24-26, 3:16-17
1 Pet. 1:23-25

James 1:21-25
           Rom. 6:6-7 
                     Jn. 15:18

  
Mt. 10:22
           
Heb. 12:2-3; 9:27             
1 Cor. 6:9-11
  Lk. 15:13
              
Jn. 3:19-21              

Ps. 1:5-6

  
Gal. 5:16-26
             Eph. 5:1
               
1 Pet. 2:11-12, 21
  
Mt. 11:28-30, 5:11              1 Jn. 2:1-2                        2 Cor. 6:14-18, 5:17
             
   

 

* Fifteenth message in a series on 1 Peter entitled Strong in the Face of Struggle by Pastor Steve McCracken, 2/5/12.  CD’s of this message are available. Order forms are near the Welcome Center.                                                                               Messages are also accessible at www.gracepointfamily.com.
