If Tomorrow Never Comes ... *

1 Peter 4:7-9
One of my favorite things about a campfire is the questions that get asked.  Some of my favorites are,                  “If you could wave a magic wand to change anything about yourself, what would you change?”  Another, “Who’s your favorite preacher?”  (If their answer is incorrect, I kindly ask them to find a new fire! )                     My favorite question by far is, “If you knew the world would end in a month, what would you start?  Stop?  Change?”  Try it.  Better idea:  Check out 1 Peter 4:7, and see where I get this idea! 
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Questions for Discussion
1. 
So, how would you answer my question?  About yourself?  The world?  Would you fix a relationship?  Travel?  Spend time with family?

2. 
Take a look again at Romans 13:12, James 4:7-8, Revelation 22:20 with Matt. 24:36-51.  Based on those scriptures, how near would you have guessed the return of Jesus was, if you were living in the time of Peter (A.D. 60)?  Would it have made a difference in the way you live?  Does it now?  How so?

3. 
How do you understand Peter’s command to “be clear minded and self controlled so you can pray?”            (v. 7). What’s the connection?

4. 
When relating to others, why does love trump all?  (See 4:8.) Using 1 Cor. 13:4-7, explain some of your understanding of “Love covers a multitude of sins” (1 Pet. 4:8).

5. 
In your personal relationships, in what ways has love made it possible to “overlook” some sins?

6. 
Explain how hospitality makes the short list of things to do since time is short.  (See 4:9, Heb. 13:2.)       Do you practice it?  Daily?  Without complaint?

 

Additional Scriptures

Mt. 24:36-51; 25:13

Rom. 13:12; 12:13

James 4:7-8
                   
1 Jn. 2:18                Rev. 22:20


2 Pet. 3:1-9
                  
2 Thess. 2:1-2; 3:6-10 
1 Thess. 5:6-8 Mk. 14:37-40; 10:8          
Lk. 12:35-48


Neh. 4:9            

Col. 4:2
                         Eph. 6:18


Col. 3:13


Jn. 13:34-35
             
Prov. 10:12          1 Cor. 13:4-7


Eph. 4:31-32
                     
2 Cor. 5:21


Heb. 13:2              Phil. 2:14
               
 

* Sixeenth message in a series on 1 Peter entitled Strong in the Face of Struggle by Pastor Steve McCracken, 2/12/12.  CD’s of this message are available. Order forms are near the Welcome Center.                                                                               Messages are also accessible at www.gracepointfamily.com.
