Serving From Your Sweet Spot *

1 Peter 4:10-11
I’m reading an engaging book by Max Lucado called, Cure for the Common Life (a Christmas gift from my family).  In it he describes what he calls your sweet spot.  Technically, “that place on a racket, club or paddle where hits are most effective.”  Writes Lucado, “God gave you a zone, a region in which you were made to dwell.  He tailored the curves of your life to fit an empty space in His jigsaw puzzle.” Lucado concludes, “Life makes sweet sense when you find your spot” (p. 1).  Have you?  How can you know?  The Bible is our guide to a tool made for you.  It’s called a spiritual gift.  Discover yours and use it, and you’ll be serving from your sweet spot.

 

                                                    Sermon Notes
 

 

Questions for Discussion
1. 
Go ahead and explain what you love to do.  Next, what you’re really good at.  Are you smiling?  You should be!

2. 
In one sitting, read Eph. 4:7-16; Rom. 12:1-8, 1 Cor. 12:1-8 with 1 Pet. 4:10-11.  Make some connections.  Common themes?  How many gifts are mentioned?  Do you think the list is                  exhaustive?  Explain.

3. 
Have you ever described yourself as possessing a spiritual gift? If so, which one?                                If not, which one would you guess?

4. 
Look at 1 Cor. 4:7 and Rom. 12:3.  Using sound judgment, explain what gift you think you have, and how it has benefitted others in the body of Christ (see 1 Pet. 4:10).

5. 
Look again at the gifts of speaking and serving mentioned by Peter.  What makes these more than skills?  (Check 1 Pet. 4:11 for ideas.)

6. 
Why not write down 3 things you love to do (Ps. 37:4-5).  Then ask a trusted friend what 3 things they feel you are good at (2 Cor. 3:5).  If there’s intersection, pray about how God might want to use you and your gift to bring Him glory.

  

Additional Scriptures

1 Tim. 4:14

Lk. 12:47-48

Eph. 4:7-16

1 Cor. 12:1-11     
Eph. 2:8-10 
Gal. 6:9-10   

Ps. 33: 13, 15
Mt. 25:14-30             Ex. 31:1-6; 35:25
Daniel 1:17
              1 Thess. 2:13
Heb. 5:14              
1 Cor. 1:1-5 

1 Cor. 4:7

Ps. 24:1


Rom. 12:1-8; 11:29

     

* Seventeenth message in a series on 1 Peter entitled Strong in the Face of Struggle by Pastor Steve McCracken, 2/19/12.  CD’s of this message are available. Order forms are near the Welcome Center.                                                                               Messages are also accessible at www.gracepointfamily.com.
