Bury Your Past *                                                                                                                                              Selected Scriptures


As a kid did you ever play the “but they started it!” game on your parents?  You tried to explain how it was your sibling’s or the other kid on the playground’s fault.  You probably knew better, but, at the time it seemed the best to avoid further consequences and protect your reputation from damage.  Dare I say we still play that game?

Maybe you’re playing it with your step-dad, mother or sibling?  Perhaps you’re stewing about something your spouse said during your last argument?  “But they started it!”  That very well could be, but the Lord holds you responsible to reach out and repair those tattered relationships.  As a Christ follower, you are responsible to begin the process of forgiveness and reconciliation so “the wall of creepiness” doesn’t get built.
Questions for Discussion
1. In Jer. 31:34 explain how the Lord can make such a statement, and why it is next to impossible for us to make the same statement.

2. According to Eph. 4:30-32, why is it critical to resolve conflict between believers?
3. How does forgiveness tie in with Rom. 12:9 and Mt. 5:39?  

4. What kind of limits, conditions, qualifications or time frame does the Lord expect in relation to your granting forgiveness?  Mt. 6:12-15; Mt 18:15-35, Mk. 11:25- 26

5. Discuss: The root issue that distinguishes healthy conflict from unhealthy conflict is our heart attitude and motivation.  Unhealthy: James 3:13-4:2  Healthy: Luke 14:6-11; 1 Peter 5:2-6
6. Tim Keller has written, “Forgiveness is always extremely costly. It is emotionally very expensive—it takes much blood, sweat, and tears. When you forgive, you pay the debt yourself.”                        What are the practical implications of that statement in our lives?  
7. Is it possible to enable someone to continue with their sin by communicating we have forgiven them?  How so?  Mt. 18:22; Lk. 17:3  

Additional Scriptures

Mt. 5:23-26; Mt 6:11-15; Mt 18:15-35; Mk. 11:25- 26; Lk. 17:3-10; 11:4; 1 Cor. 5:1-13; 2 Cor. 2:1-11;               Eph. 4:30-32; Jer. 31:34; Gal. 6:1; Pr 10:12; 1 Pet. 4:8; Col. 3:13; Rom. 12:20; Prov. 19:11; 12:16; 17:14; Phil. 4:5; James 3:13-4:2; Mark 10:40-45; Luke 14:6-11; 1 Peter 5:2-6
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