Unforgiveness in the Community of the Forgiven *
Mt. 18:21-35
At a conference in New York in 2000 I heard Dr. Howard Hendricks say, “My wife and I have been happily married for over fifty years!  In all that time we would NEVER consider getting a divorce!  Murder – YES, divorce – NEVER!”  Ruth Bell Graham is quoted as saying, “A good marriage is the union of two forgivers.”  Forgiveness is an absolutely critical component of both the married life and our community life with other believers.

                                            

                                                    Sermon Notes
Questions for Discussion 

1. Beyond Lk. 11:4, look for additional Scriptures that display forgiveness as a character trait of God.
2. In relation to Phil. 2:12-13 & Eph. 3:17-19, consider how a believer’s forgiveness is different from                         non-believers’.
3. The servant was to be sold (Mt. 18), making it a lose/lose option for the king.  Elaborate on the possible lose/lose options we face by unforgiveness.

4. Discuss: When a believer says something like "I can't forgive" what they are really saying is "I won't forgive" because God never commands us to do something (Mk 11:25) for which He does not also provide the enablement. 

5. Stephen a man full of (controlled by) the Spirit (Acts 6:3, 5) who was supernaturally enabled by the indwelling Spirit (Acts 7:55) to utter incredible words even as stones were pounding down on his head -- "Lord, do not hold this sin against them!" (Acts 7:60) And what was the result of Stephen's supernaturally energized declaration to cancel his murderers' "debts"?  (See Acts 7:58, 8:1.)

6. Here are some questions to allow you to do a "self-assessment" of the "seeds" of unforgiveness. 

(1) When you think of that person are you still angry, bitter or resentful?

(2) Do you have a subtle desire to see that person "pay" for what they did to you?

(3) Do you have a secret desire for revenge, which says something like "I wouldn’t mind if some "hurt" happened to the person who hurt me"?

(4) Do you find yourself telling others how the other person hurt you?

7. What do Ps. 66:18 and Mk. 11:25 tell us about the unforgiving believer’s prayer?

Additional Scriptures:  Mt. 5:23-26; Mt 6:11-15; Mt 18:15-35; Mk. 11:25- 26; Lk. 17:3-10; 11:4;                     1 Cor. 5:1-13; 2 Cor. 2:1-11; Eph. 5:1-2; 4:30-32; Ps. 103:12; Isa. 38:17; 44:22; Jer. 31:34; Col. 3:13;                   Prov. 19:11; Gal. 5:22-23; Phile. 1:1-7                                                                           
* A message by Associate Pastor Brian Pierce on 5/27/2012.  CD’s of this message are available.                                                          Order forms are near the Welcome Center. Messages are also accessible at www.gracepointfamily.com
