Courage Under Fire *
Daniel 3
I didn’t leave Indianapolis because of some huge religious persecution.  The mayor didn’t send me an email demanding my attendance at the obelisk (a WWII war memorial) downtown.  In fact, neither the Governor nor the President have demanded I serve or bow to any kind of idol.  That’s precisely why Daniel chapter three is so critical to our successful Christian lives today.  The three Amigos had great courage under fire!  They discerned and confronted the idols of the culture, determined not to succumb to them.  We are called to do the very same.

                                              

                                                    Sermon Notes
 
 

 
Questions for Discussion

1. 
Have you ever been put to the ultimate test, where your life could potentially be on the line depending on which direction you chose?

 

2. 
Everyone has faith; it comes down to what is the object of your faith.  What are some common objects, philosophies or traditions people in our community put their “faith/trust” in? (Rom. 1:22-23; 2:17;                   Acts 17:23; 19:26-27)

 

3. 
Consider what some of the criteria needs to be before you, as a Christ follower, cross over into “civil disobedience” (Acts 5:27-29).

 

4. 
Tim Keller mentioned, “When you take a finite limited thing, a relative thing, and turn it into an ultimate thing you’ve created an idol.”  What does that look like with such things like finances, your family or children, people pleasing, and work?  What does a life look like when any of those things becomes an ultimate thing?

 

5. 
Take a moment and read Ex. 20:1-17.  Discuss how the first and the last are the same, and also how the other eight commandments fit into idol worship.

 

6.
How are we going to grow in our spiritual journey when we capture the concept that the Lord didn’t deliver the 3 Amigos FROM the fire, He delivered them THROUGH the fire?

 

Additional Scriptures                                                                                                                                                        1 Jn. 5:21; 1 Cor. 6:9-10; 10:14; 10:20-22; 2 Cor. 6:17; Col. 3:5;    Prov. 4:23; Ps. 96:5; 115:8-9; Deut. 8:19; 30:17; Ex. 14:3-4; Ez. 16; Jer. 2 & 3
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