Why What You Believe - Matters! *
 2 Peter 2:1-9
I remember a classic medical study conducted years ago where a simple exam was given to healthy patients. At a certain point in the process the doctor made worrisome comments to these well patients. Immediately, certain involuntary symptoms appear: increased heart-rate, sweating, labored breathing, even heart arrhythmia! The unmistakable conclusion is that what you believe - matters! This is altogether true in the spiritual realm as well.
                                            

                                                    Sermon Notes
 

Questions for Discussion

1.
Tell about a time when something you believed (correctly or incorrectly) eventually affected how you behaved. (ie., eating, smoking, drinking, exercising habits, a noise at night, etc.)
2.
Can you think of a spiritual example of the question above?
3.
Read Matthew 7:15-16, 24:24; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15; I Timothy 4:3-5, I John 4:1-3.  Explain the methods, message and motives of false teachers.  What are some examples today?
4.
In your own words, connect the approach Satan took in response to God’s instructions in Genesis 2:15-17 & 3:1-4 with the way you see Satan working today.  Can you see why Peter was so intent on explaining the source of prophecy in I Peter 1:10-12 & 2 Peter 1:19-21?
5.
Pastor Steve referred to the popularity of false teachers today. How do you connect 2 Peter 2:2 with Matthew 7:13-14?
6.
Peter speaks of the severity of God’s judgment against false teachers and those who follow their teachings (2:4-8). How does knowing that God has and will judge evil sit with you? Are you comforted? Concerned? Both?
7.
Noah, Lot and Elijah shared much in common. (See Genesis 6:5-22, 19:4-5; I Kings 19:3-18) They all felt alone...surrounded by immorality. Can you relate? How does 2 Peter 2:9 help you? How does  


I Corinthians 6:9-10 convict and comfort you? 
 
Additional Scriptures:
Jeremiah 5:31, 23:9-18
Jude 4, 6-7      
I John 2:2
II Timothy 2:6
Hebrews 2:9; 13:4; 10:27
John 3:16, 36; 10:30-33; 14:6
Psalm 1:5-6; 118:6
Genesis 6:1-4; 13:13
Revelation 20:7-15
I Peter 2:11-12; 3:20
2 Peter 2:5; 3:6

Romans 1:27; 8:31
Matthew 7:13-14
Titus 1:16

Philippians 2:15
Isaiah 14:12-15
I Corinthians 16:22

* Sixth in a series on 2 Peter: Standing Strong As You Face the Future, taught by Pastor Steve McCracken                         on 7/22/2012. CD’s of this message are available.  Order forms are near the Welcome Center.                                                             Messages are also accessible at www.gracepointfamily.com
