Things Don’t Just Happen *
 Selected Scriptures
I read some simple statements about God that helped a grieving mother cope with the death of her mission-field-bound son.  He died en route to the Andes as a missionary.  These words reminded her of who was in charge:  God is too kind to do anything cruel … too wise to make a mistake … too deep to explain Himself! He is, after all God!  Do you know God this way?

                                          

                                                    Sermon Notes
 

Questions for Discussion

1. 
How do you tend to speak about good things that happen to you?  How about bad?


2. 
Have you ever thought like a Deist where you believed in God but doubted His daily involvement in your life? What made you feel that way? Now check that feeling with Ps. 139:7-12, John 1:1, 14 and                  Mt. 28:20.

3.
Look again at Job 38-41.  Notice the tone.  Who’s doing all the talking?  In your own words, what was the point of God’s lecture to Job? Do you think Job got the point? (See 42:1-3.)

4. 
Read Isaiah 14:24 and Jeremiah 32:17-23.  Do these words fit with words like luck, random, chance, fate, or accident? Explain.

5. 
How does it affect you to know Jesus’ death was “according to plan”?  Whose plan?                                          (See Acts 2:22-24; 4:23-28.)

6. 
Pastor Steve quoted the poet:  “Things don’t just happen - they’re planned.”  How does that bring you comfort and peace? (See Eph. 1:11.)

 

Additional Scriptures  Dan. 4:17, 25, 31, 34, 35; 5:21, 7:14; 1 Tim. 6:15; Rev. 5:9-14;19:16;  Eph. 1:11, 19-21; Jer. 32:17-23; Is. 45:7; 14:24, 43:13; Acts 2:23; 4:27-8; 14:15-17 & 17: 24-28; Phil. 2:9-11;                  1 Cor. 15:24-28;  Rom. 11:33-34; Is. 55:8-9
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