If Dogs and Pigs Could Speak *

2 Peter 2:17-22

 

People who follow Jesus must do so today in a spiritual climate that could be called The Perfect Storm. One feature of that storm is found in the Bible: The prediction of people abandoning the faith and following deceiving spirits (1 Tim. 4:1) and the other feature is a cultural dogma of our day: extreme tolerance.  Put those two together and false teachers are given a pass by some because to confront or correct them is to be so, well … intolerant.  To these times and conditions, Paul pleads for good and truthful teaching                         (1 Tim. 4:6 and 2 Tim. 4:1-5).  To such teaching we shall turn.

                                              

                                                    Sermon Notes
 

Questions for Discussion

1. 
Can you think of an example of a popular idea presented as Christian … that isn’t?

2. 
Look at the ways of deceivers described by Paul (2 Cor. 11:13-15) and Peter (2 Pet. 2:1-3).                         What are some “dead giveaway” features of false teachers?

3. 
Consider the description of false teachers in 2 Pet. 2:17-22.                                                                           What attribute is particularly alarming to you? Why?

4. 
“Beware of fast or fancy talkers” goes the saying.  Connect 2:18 with 1 Cor. 2:1-5.                                              How do you understand this concern today?

5. 
Have you developed discernment?  (See 2 Pet. 2:14 and Hebrews 5:14 for some help with your answer.)  If not, how are we to acquire it?

6. 
Look again at 2:20-22.  With the helpful analogy of dogs and pigs, explain the tragic result of getting some religion but still possessing a heart that hasn’t been changed by a relationship with Jesus.                          Is that true of you?  Examine yourself.  (See 2 Cor. 13:5; 1 Jn. 5:11-1; Romans 8:9.)

Additional Scriptures:  

1 Tim. 4:1-5


1 Cor. 15


1 Jn. 4:1-6; 2:15-17; 5:11-12

2 Pet. 2:1-2


Jude 4, 6, 12, 19                  


2 Cor. 11:13-15; 6:2; 13:5

Prov. 26:11


Ps. 119:66
            
Prov. 2:2-5; 10:13                 

John 4:13-14 & 7:37-38; 8:24-36
                                   
Mt. 13:1-23; 4:16-21; 23:27-28         
Heb. 5:12; 6:1; 3:15




Jeremiah 2:13 


Eph. 1:13; 4:30; 2:1-4

Rom. 6:16; 8:9
Gal. 5:22-26

* Eighth in a series on 2 Peter: Standing Strong As You Face the Future,                                                                           taught by Pastor Steve McCracken on 8/26/2012. 
Messages are accessible at www.gracepointfamily.com
CD’s of this message are available by request.
