Certain Things Are Certain *

2 Peter 3:1-10

 

I can’t think of a theme that gives me more comfort for the present or hope for the future that the promised Second Coming of Jesus Christ.  It’s not a new desire either.  In less than two decades after Christ’s resurrection, the Apostle Paul exclaimed, “Maranatha!” which means, “Our Lord … Come!”  Even today,                   I can’t sing “How Great Thou Art” without tearing up in the last verse at these words, “When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart.  Then I shall bow in humble adoration, and there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art!”  Good news...He’s coming again.  Of
Of this we can be certain!
                                              

                                                    Sermon Notes
 

Questions for Discussion

1. 
Make and share your list of things we know for certain … and things we don’t know for certain.

2. 
When you read the Bible’s promise of Jesus’ return (Mt. 24, 1 Thess. 5:1-11, 2 Pet. 3:1-10) does your heart fill with excitement or dread … or both?  Explain.

3. 
What are some of the negative effects of Jesus’ delayed return, according to 2 Pet. 3:3-4?

4.
 What are some of the positive reasons for Jesus’ delayed return, according to 2 Pet. 3:9,15?

5. 
Peter makes a point that through “God’s Word” great and awful things have come about.  How does this give you confidence in what God has said?  (See 3:5-7).

6. 
In your own words, explain how love and wrath are forever found in perfect balance in God.                           (See Jn. 3:36; 2 Thess. 1:5-12.)

7.
Jesus said His return would be “like a thief” (Mt. 24:42-44, 2 Pet. 3:10, 1 Thess. 5:1-4).  In what ways have you prepared for His return?

Additional Scriptures  
Zeph. 1:14-18

Dan. 7:9-10

Is. 34:4; 66:15-16
Micah 1:4

Joel 3:15-16

Mal. 4:1-3

Mt. 24


Luke 21

Mark 13
 Gen. 1; 7:11-23
Is. 55:8-9                     Ps. 90:4; 39:4-5
1 Tim. 2:4

Rom. 2:4; 9:22

1 Thess. 5:2-6

1 Thess. 4:13-18
Heb. 4:13; 9:27
Ps. 33:13-15              
2 Cor. 5:10
Rom. 14:10-12
Jude 18

Rev. 3:3; 16:15
Jn. 3:36
 
2 Thess. 1:5-10 Rev. 6:12-17; 19:20; 20:10-15
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