What Lawns Can Teach Us About Life *

2 Peter 3:17-18

 

I once knew a neighborhood that is no longer. It shared a fence with a county park.  Streets were in.  Street lights on.  A few houses were built and others were in the works.  Then … it was learned that the site was an abandoned toxic waste dump!  Suddenly … the property was worthless … worse than worthless.  Fences surrounded the site and in a few years it was a wasteland.  And today it serves as an                   illustration of what can happen to a Christian who fails to follow the counsel of 2 Peter 3:15-18.

  
                                                    Sermon Notes
 

Questions for Discussion

1. 
Ever grown grass or planted a garden and let it go?  What happened? What other examples can                    you point to where you started well and let it go (personal grooming, physique, house maintenance,                   a relationship)?

2. 
Refresh your memory of some of the “destructive heresies” that exist today (2 Pet. 1:1-3).                                Why do you suppose the Bible sounds such an alarm about them?  (See Heb. 3:12-13.)

3. 
Put in your own words some of the “up sides” of Jesus’ “delayed” return (See 3:9,15).                                         What about the “down sides” of Jesus’ delayed return (3:3-4,16)?

4. 
When Peter said, “Be on your guard” (3:18), what do you suppose he was worried about?                                   In what way did Paul share the same worry? (See 2 Cor. 11:3-4).  What signs do you see in you?
5. 
Make it practical: How do you guard and grow your heart? How long will you need to take these measures (See Rev. 20:10)?

Additional Scriptures  

Isaiah 55:9
2 Cor. 11:3-4 
Rom. 3:8; 6:1
Jude 24-25

1 Cor. 14:37 & 1 Tim. 6:3
Heb. 5:11-14
Eph. 4:11-15
Prov. 4:23
Rev. 20:10

Phil. 3:10-13


John 17:3
1 Tim. 4:7
1 Cor. 10:12
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