Be Thankful *

Selected Scriptures
 

Quick:  When someone gives you a gift, what do you do?  Say “thanks”, right?  If that wasn’t your first thought, better check out Miss Manners.com.  Next question: If you and I compiled a list of gifts we’ve received, where would you place salvation in order of importance?  Last question:  Do you give thanks to God for saving you?  Read Eph. 2:8-9 again and check my facts.  It’s a gift.  If you’ve received it, you’re to be thankful.  Are you?

                                               

                                                    Sermon Notes
 

 
Questions for Discussion

1. 
By nature, are you a complainer?  In some areas more than others? 
2. 
Can you name a few leaders you’re not happy with? (Don’t do it … I just asked!)
3. 
How realistic are the commands in 1 Pet. 4:9 and Phil. 2:14-15 to you?  To what extent do you comply?

4.
 What caveats are you tempted to add to 1 Thess. 5:18?

5. 
Tell about a time when you had a song in the night.  Are you still in the night?

6. 
Pastor Steve profiled thankfulness as a “learned behavior.” How well have you learned to be thankful “in all circumstances”?   (See Phil. 4:11, 12.)

7. 
In very personal terms, how does Philippians 4:13 make you thankful in the night?

8. 
As a “sacrifice of praise,” what challenging circumstance in your life can you thank Him for … even if it doesn't improve? Why not do it as an act of obedience and see what happens as a result?                          (See Heb. 13:15, 2 Cor. 12:8-10.)

Additional Scriptures:  1 Pet. 2:20-23; 1 Thess. 5:18; Rom. 8:28; 2 Cor. 11:23-29; Phil. 4:10-13, 2:14-15; Heb. 13:15; Ps. 92:1-2; Numbers 16:41-50; Lk. 17:11-19; Col. 3:15-17; 1 Cor. 10:1-13, esp. v. 10; Habakkuk 3:17-19
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