Reach Out! *

Selected Scriptures
 
  

I love the image Isaiah used to describe the yet-future arrival of Jesus - the Messiah.  He said, “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light” (9:2).  Reminded me of a story told by Robert Louis Stevenson. When he was 12, he was looking out into the dark from his upstairs window watching a man light the street lamps.  When asked what he was doing, he replied: “I am watching a man cut holes in the darkness.”  Pretty descriptive of the mission of Jesus, don’t you think?  Cutting holes in people’s darkness, one life at a time. Has that happened to you?  If so, He wants you to join Him in the mission.

  
                                                    Sermon Notes
 

 
Questions for Discussion
1.
Describe a time when you were rescued.  How often do you tell your story?  Why?

2.
In your own words, why is the rescue mission of Jesus (Lk. 19:10) so much more impressive than if He had authorized the plan but had had someone else execute it?

3.
In what ways is the first word of Jesus’ first sermon so risky? (See Mt. 4:17.)

4.
If you had been one of the brothers Jesus first approached (Read Mt. 4:18-22), how would you have responded to His request? How have you?

5.
Not all of those Jesus called, followed.  Take a look at Mt. 8:18-22, Lk. 18:18-30 and John 6:53-69.                    Does one of those excuses hold you back?  If so, how do you suppose things will turn out?

6.
Pastor Steve quoted these words, “Live as though you actually believe people - your people - would be better off if they knew Jesus.”  Do you really believe that?  If so … describe some ways God wants to use you to carry out Romans 10:9-15.

 

Additional Scriptures:  Gal. 3:2, 5; Luke 19:10; John 20:21-22, 17:18; Mark 1:1:16-20; Luke 5:1-11,                  18:18-30; Mt. 28:16-20; Mt. 10:38, Lk. 9:23; John 6:53-69; Isaiah 7:14 and Mt. 1:23; Romans10:1-15
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