Eyes Up! *

Matthew 4:1-11
The writer of Psalms understood where help comes from … looking up (Ps. 121:1; 123:1).  The Apostle Paul repeated the same theme when he said, “Set your heart on things above, not on earthy things, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things” (Col. 3:1-2).  Is it saying too much that most of our troubles in life come from an earthbound focus and a failure to fix our eyes on things above?
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Questions for Discussion
1. 
Free and irrelevant question:  What do you think of poodles?


2. 
Why, in your opinion, is it significant that Jesus was tempted early in His public ministry?                            (Check out Matt. 4, Luke 4.)

3. 
In your experience, are you most tempted after a spiritual high or low?  (Check out Mt. 3:16-4:2.)

4. 
Why do you suppose Paul warned about temptation with the expression “take heed” in 

1 Cor. 10:12-13?

5. 
Connect Ps. 46:1 and John 14:17, 26 to put in your own words where God is when you are being tempted.

6. 
Recall a “way of escape” you took when tempted.  Tell about one you missed.  (See 1 Cor. 10:13.)

7. 
Tell of a time when you “fled” temptation.  (See 2 Tim. 2:22 and Genesis 39.)
Additional Scriptures: 1 Jn. 2:16; Gen. 3:1-5, 39; 1 Cor. 10:12-13; James 1:13-15; Heb. 1:14, 4:14-16, 
2:16-18, 12:1-3; John 14:26; Deut. 8:3; Col. 3:1-2
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