Give (Part 2) *

Selected Scriptures
 
I’ve already shared why I get shy when talking about money. There’s another reason to mention:  Money is a very private matter in our culture.  Many have wrongly assumed, as a result, that the Bible should stick to matters of faith and leave financial teaching to Forbes, Fortune, or Money magazine.  Interesting thought. One problem remains … how do you explain that Jesus, in the Bible, spent more time talking about money and possessions than about any other single topic?  Could it mean He knows something we’re not clear about or convinced of regarding money?
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Questions for Discussion
1. 
In your own words, why do you think the Bible makes such a big deal about money matters?

2. 
Do you think people viewed Jesus as rich or poor? (See Mt. 8:19-20 and 2 Cor. 8:9.)

3. 
Define greed.  Now compare and connect Colossians 3:5 and Mt. 6:24.  How tight a grip does greed have on your heart?

4. 
Rate yourself: How strong is your “want”?  (See 1 Tim. 6:6-11.)  Read about the remedy for greed in                 1 Tim. 6:11, 18.

5. 
Pastor Steve told why he writes a check to God weekly.  Share something you do to keep “want” from taking over your heart.

6. 
Re-read the story of the widow and the wealthy in Mark 12:41-44.  We’re supposed to say, “I want to be more like that woman.” Now be honest … do you?  In what ways did her generous sowing lead to generous reaping? (See 2 Cor. 9:6-8.)

7. 
Where does seed to sow come from?  Where does your seed to sow come from?  (See 2 Cor. 9:10-11.)  Does your life reflect the truth of Deut. 8?  Have you ever operated with the belief of Deut. 8:17?  How did 8:18 change you?

  

Additional Scriptures: 1 Chron. 29:1-17; 1 Sam. 13:13-14; Acts 13:22, 20:35; Jn. 3:16; Rom. 5:8;                          2 Cor. 8: & 9:15; Prov. 11:24; Deut. 17:1, 16:16-17, 9; Lk. 3:8, 12:15; 1 Chron. 21; Mk. 10:45; Mt. 10:5-20;                     1 Jn. 4:19; Eph. 5:1-2; 1 Cor. 6:19-20; Heb. 13:5; 1 Tim. 6:6-19; Mt. 6:24; Col. 3:5; Prov. 3:9-10; 
2 Cor. 9:6-11 
 
 

* Tenth message in the series God Says...What Say You? by Pastor Steve McCracken on 1/20/2013. 
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