Serve *

Selected Scriptures
  

One of my favorite quotes that I share with people who step forward to serve captures much of the teaching on serving in the Bible.  You’ll like it:  “I am one and only one.  I cannot do everything, but I can do something.  What I can do, I ought to do.  What I ought to do, by the grace of God, I will do.”                               Quick:  Do you view those words as descriptive of someone you know, or as an inspirational vision for your life? How do you think God intends them?
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Questions for Discussion
1. 
If your checkbook tells a story of your giving, your schedule tells a story of your serving.                                    What kind of story is told by those two … of you?

2.
 In the context of serving, connect the mercy of God in your life with His call for you to serve.                       (See Romans 6:23 and 12:1-3.)

3.
 In Peter’s first letter (1 Pet. 4:10-11), he explains two purposes for the use of the gift God has placed under our care.  What are they?  How do you see them happening?

4. 
Based on your responsible use of God’s gifts, how likely are you to hear Jesus’ words in Matt. 25:21, 23?  Explain.

5. 
Assuming if you don’t serve, it’s not outright disobedience (see 1 Jn. 1:9), what other reasons have held you back?  (See 1 Timothy 1:12-17.)  What’s the right response to your holdback?  Any holdback?

6. 
Not-so-trick question:  Do you think you could do my job?  Give a Scripture to support your answer!

 

Additional Scriptures:  1 Tim. 1:12-17; Rom. 12:4-8; Mk. 10:45; Mt. 23:11; Jn. 13:1-17; 1 Pet. 4:10-11;               1 Cor. 12:4-22, 4:2; Col. 3:23; Mt. 25:20-21; Ps. 32:1-7; Prov. 28:13
 
* Eleventh message in the series God Says ... What Say You? by Pastor Steve McCracken on 1/27/2013.                                     Messages are accessible at www.gracepointfamily.com.  CD’s are available by request.
