Submit *

1 Samuel 15
  
In the 1970’s a popular bumper sticker encouraged people to question authority.  Eventually, this gave way to a more militant stance - challenge authority. Today, reject or defy authority is more in keeping with the spirit of the times.  Meanwhile, virtually every institution with someone in charge suffers.  Is it any surprise that many in our world reject the ultimate authority … God?
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Questions for Discussion Questions for Discussion

1.
Recall your earliest memory where you didn’t do what you were told.  How did that work out?

2. 
When you think of the word submission, why do you think it has so little attractiveness today?

3. 
From the list of authorities, which do you have the most natural resistance to in your heart (parent, boss, government, teacher, police, husband, pastor, other)?  Why?

4. 
Can you think of “successful” or “sanctified” rebellions?   (See Daniel 3:1-18 and Acts 4:18-21a.)

5. 
Pastor Steve said, “Authority in all forms is established by God” and “Rebellion in all forms is against God.”  In what ways do you agree or disagree?  (See Romans 13:1 and 1 Samuel 15:23.)

6. 
Look at 1 Peter 2:13-3:1 and explain the common theme with these 3 authorities.  How are we supposed to submit to them?

7. 
In your own words, explain the connection between submission, obedience, and love.                                      (Use 1 Sam. 15:22, John 14:15 and 15:14.)

Additional Scriptures:  

1 Pet. 2:13-25, 3:1; Romans 13:1-5; Eph. 5:22, 6:1, 6:5-8; Col. 3:18, 20, 22; Heb. 13:7, 17; Prov. 29:1; Deut. 17:7, 19:19; 20:16-18; 21:21; James 4:17; Ps. 40:6-8; Isaiah 1:11-17, 14:13-14; Mt. 12:7; 1 Cor. 5:6; Gal. 5:9; Ezekiel 28:12, 15, 17; Jn. 8:42-47; Rev. 12:4,9
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