Forgive *

Ephesians 4:26-32; Heb. 12:14-15
I’m not sure who Elizabeth O’Connor was, but she’s spot on with these words, “Forgiveness is always a whole lot harder than any sermon makes it out to be!”  So true!  So that means that today’s message will be hard for the child, parent, employee, boss, wife, husband and even the pastor giving it to put into practice. But we need to go there.  And, with Jesus … we can get there!
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Questions for Discussion

1. 
Think of the last time you had to forgive. Now think of the last time you had to be forgiven.                             Which was more deserved? More difficult?

2. 
Be as honest as you can:  How many “yeah - buts” get in the way of forgiving for you?                                       (Share your reasons why you withhold forgiveness.)

3. 
Tell about an “inexcusable” thing for which you have been forgiven.

4. 
Based upon Eph. 4:26, how might “anger” be your friend?

5. 
In your own words, why is the “sunset clause” so important to follow to avoid bitterness? (See 4:26.)

6. 
Connect Eph. 4:27, Hebrews 12:14-15 and Mt. 18:32-35 and explain why so much is riding on our willingness to forgive others.

7. 
The writer of Hebrews gives an assignment “see to it” (12:15), and Paul gives guidelines (Eph 4:32)                   to forgive.  Tell how these principles have worked for you.

8. 
Do you think the Bible teaches “forgive and forget’’?  How so?  (Consider Ps. 103:12; Jer. 31:34,                     Heb. 10:17 in your answer.)

Additional Scriptures:   Jer. 31:31-34; 2 Cor. 2:10,11; Eph 4:26-32; Deut. 24:13, 15, 29:18; 1 Pet. 5:8-10; Col. 3:13; Ps. 103:12; Heb. 8:12, 10:17, 12:14-15; Luke 7:36-50; Rom. 12:9-21

 
* Fifteenth message in the series God Says ... What Say You? by Pastor Steve McCracken on 3/17/2013.        Messages are accessible  at www.gracepointfamily.com.  CD’s are available by request.  
