Partnering with God to Produce ... *
 2 Peter 1:5-11
I read a rough translation of 2 Cor. 13:3 that grabbed my attention.  See what you think: “The Christ you have to deal with is not a weak person outside you, but a transcendent power inside you!”  That statement got me thinking about evidence of Christ in me.  How should He show?  Is He showing in and through me?  It seems to me He should make a huge difference.  After all, He lives in me! Today, let’s talk about what His presence is supposed to produce in His people.
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Questions for Discussion

1. 
Quick:  Looking back at your life, what difference has Jesus made?  Is it on par with the people in                     1 Thessalonians 1:7-10?

2. 
Does your faith in Christ show in fruit in your life?  How so? (See 1:5 and James 2:14-17.)

3. 
Pastor Steve mentioned that “Peter knew nothing of a passive approach to the Christian life.”                     How’s your approach?  (See v. 5, 10.)

4. 
Look back at the list of 7 behaviors that are described by Peter as fruits of faith (vs. 5-7).  Which are abundant in your life? Which are lacking?

5. 
Explain the practicalities of 1:8-9.  What does Peter mean by “an ineffective and unproductive knowledge of Jesus” (1:8)?  To what extent does this describe you?

6. 
If you lack fruit, what is your problem, according to 1:9?

7. 
Based on Peter’s appeal in 1:10-11, how sure are you of His calling and election?                                              (See also 2 Cor. 13:5-6.)  If you are in the faith, what wonderful results are promised?  (See v. 11.)

 

Additional Scriptures           

Rom. 11:36; 6:11-14; 12:10; 13:14  

Phil. 2:13-15
                     2 Cor. 5:17                 
1 Pet. 1:13-22

1 Jn. 2:3-4; 4:7-21     
  Job. 42:2

Prov. 16:32; 25:28                   Heb. 13:1

1 Cor. 9:24-27; 3:15; 6:19-20

              Col. 1:4-5

Jude 1:20-24
           1 Thess. 4:3-8

James 1:2-4,12, 27; 2:14-17,27

  Ex. 20:3-17


John 3:1-7; 15:5; 17:3
                      

 
* Third in a series on 2 Peter: Standing Strong As You Face the Future, taught by Pastor Steve McCracken on 5/20/2012. CD’s of this message are available.  Order forms are near the Welcome Center.                                                             Messages are also accessible at www.gracepointfamily.com
